
June - July 2013  The Design Source  101



The Design Source  June - July 201350 June - July 2013  The Design Source  51

designing designing

Two individual houses were to be designed for 2 
brothers and their families, this was the brief of 
this project. The space was to be treated as one 
plot with 2 houses and common areas of use. 
The 1000 sqmt plot was situated in the R3 zone 
of the outskirts of Ahmedabad. 

 Vipul Patel, Ronak Patel, Naiya Patel are part of VPA architects team. Founded 
in 1994, by Ar. Vipul Patel, the fi rm has successfully worked on and completed 
over 200 projects since its commencement. The projects vary from individual 

residences, commercial complexes, apartment schemes, exhibiti on spaces, 
corporate offi  ces, and retail spaces to insti tuti onal buildings. The fi rm undertakes 

architectural and interior designing projects. The fi rm focuses more on 
practi cality in the projects followed by aestheti cs.

Team, Vipul Patel Architects (VPA)
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The disti ncti ve quality of this project was that 
both the houses needed to look alike, as they 
are situated in the same plot. Thus the design 
language needed to remain the same, however 
the requirements diff ered.

designing designing
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“The material play was done using exposed RCC 
and exposed brick work in both the houses. During 
the making of this house, the cost was a parameter. 
This challenged me to fi nd alternate materials 
without compromising with my design. An example 
for this is using the exposed RCC treatment on the 
plastered surface to get a bett er quality of work 
at lower price. Moreover the formed masses gave 
the houses many variati ons in each facade. It is 
almost as if the house looks diff erent from diff erent 
angles,“ explains Ar. Vipul Patel.

designing designing
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“Cross venti lati on was an important factor, which was considered while 
designing both the houses. I wanted to prevent the direct sun rays coming 
in from the south and west facade, however, I didn’t want to stop the 
breeze coming in the house, thus using the aluminium fi ns as sun breakers 
worked as the best soluti on.    

One feels the same exterior architectural language aft er walking in the 
houses too. The interior facades are a blend of white, exposed RCC and 
exposed brick work. An exposed RCC wall mural enhances the space and its 
dominancy. These murals, in both the houses, were designed and casted 
on site. I chose Kotah stone as fl ooring in the houses as it compliments the 
language of architecture and also demarks the spaces boldly.”

designing designing
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The courtyard and pooja rooms work as buff er 
spaces in each house, separati ng the personal 
and common spaces such as the living and 
dining rooms. Double height spaces are given 
in both the houses to make the common 
spaces look grand. These double heights also 
help to keep the visual connecti on between 
both the fl oors intact. 

“The concept of having a beauti fully developed garden 
being seen from the insides of a house remains the 
same in every project I design. I believe my clients 
should be able to enjoy the garden and landscape even 
when they are seated in the house. Thus providing 
small courtyards and giving full height windows are 
always incorporated in my projects. 

An excellent example for this is the courtyard given 
on the western side of Rujul’s house. A high wall was 
designed to provide Cascade fall in order to create 
a wind tunnel. The wind gets cooler whilst passing 
through this courtyard and then enters the dining 
room through the living room, thus cooling the enti re 
house.        

designing designing
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Vipul Patel Architects
J,702 Indraprastha Towers, Nr. Himalaya Mall, 
Thaltej, Ahmedabad-052 India.
Tel: +91 79 27434868
Email: Info@vpaarchitects.In / vpaarchitects@gmail.com
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